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HEAVY HAULAGE ROADS, UPGRADING 

182. Mr B.J. GRYLLS to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure: 
Following last week’s road tragedy involving a motorist and a large truck on the South Western Highway and 
growing community concerns about the safety of many haulage roads in Western Australia, I ask - 

(1) When will funds be provided to build the Toodyay bypass so that 6 000 heavy truck movements are not 
forced to use the town’s main street every year? 

(2) When will there be funding for the Mt Barker northern bypass to keep logging trucks out of the town 
centre? 

(3) When will the dangerous sections of Muirs Highway be substantially upgraded? 

(4) When will the upgrade of the Corrigin-Hyden road be completed? 

(5) When will the Lancelin-Cervantes coastal road be fully funded? 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN replied: 
(1)-(5) I thank the member for some notice of this question.  Western Australia is one-third of the continent of 

Australia and has a population of two million people.  As such, it has a large infrastructure demand.  
There will always be lots of competing priorities.  The government has given special focus to building 
roads in regional Western Australia since it achieved office. 

Mr M.W. Trenorden:  Tell us about it! 

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN:  I will because they are fantastic road projects.  However, they are not in the part of 
the state that the National Party is interested in.  When we had National Party members in charge of the transport 
portfolio, many areas of the state were completely neglected. 

This government has funded the Geraldton southern road-rail transport corridor to the extent of $88 million.  It is 
under way.  It has also funded the construction of stage 1 of the Karratha-Tom Price road, which is a road very 
dear to the heart of Mr Speaker.  To date, $46 million has been spent on the Mt Magnet-Windsor road.  I believe 
that some National Party members might be interested in that road, which is not in a Labor Party constituency.  
The Gascoyne and Nanutarra Bridges are very substantial projects, as is the sealing of the Marble Bar road, of 
which the member for Central Kimberley-Pilbara is very supportive.  The government has invested money in 
rural areas.  I noted that the member for Merredin asked about Brookton Highway.  Interestingly, since we came 
to government we have invested $10.5 million in Brookton Highway.  During its four years in government, the 
coalition invested only $2 million.  We acknowledge the serious issues that exist right across the state.  With 
regard to the South Western Highway, our focus has very much been on trying to reverse the decline of rail.  We 
are investing in a $10.8 million project that will remove 144 trucks a day from the South Western Highway and 
return freight transport back to rail.  We are patching up the failed privatisation of the previous government by 
taking a holistic response to the problem.   
 


